
16 March 2018 

  

  

  

Dear Parents/Guardians 

  

I vowed when I became Headmaster that whatever happened, I would never fail to produce a 

weekly newsletter to parents.  Accordingly, I write this week’s newsletter from China where 

both myself and Mr Tim O’Connell have been since Sunday 11 March, having spent time in 

Chengdu, Nanjing, Shanghai and Shenzhen with further visits planned to Guangzhou and 

Hong Kong before returning to the UK on Monday evening.   

  

We have had a gruelling schedule but one which we have appreciated in that it has given us 

such an insight into the significantly different approach to Chinese education, both in terms 

of fundamental principles as well as customs and practices.  We all celebrate that Saint Felix 

is a vibrant international community especially in Years 10-13 and it has been a source of 

great pleasure to have spent time in various cities meeting our current parents, hearing first-

hand how they are impressed with what we are doing and how appreciative they are in 

general with the quality of education offered and the individualised approach to teaching and 

learning.   

  

We all know how great our school is but perhaps, even I as Headmaster, occasionally take the 

beautiful environment, commitment of the pupils and the passion of the staff for granted and 

it has been most pleasurable to hear our strengths as a school directly from our Chinese 

parents (often via an interpreter) whose own education would have been radically different.  

  

On Monday 12 March we attended Dawan Middle School in Chengdu where I addressed the 

4000 student body and its staff, as a guest of the Principal, during their weekly assembly.  

From there I taught History and English to two classes of 50 children at Wenjiang School, 

Chengdu which was an amazing opportunity for me and by the end of the lesson, all pupils 

could spell and define my favourite 29 letter word ‘floccinaucinihilipilification’ much to their 

delight and my own amusement.  

  

We visited more schools including one (MPA) which follows an American curriculum and 

Oxford International College which models itself on a British boarding school.  The best part 

for me, as an educationalist, was the professional discussions with their management teams 

and teaching staff.   

  

As I write, I have delivered multiple presentations, in a series of seminars, to almost a 

hundred teachers, current and prospective parents, agents and Chinese educationalists on our 

unique approach to teaching small class sizes and the emphasis we place on pastoral care.  

One agent was amazed that I was able to speak about all aspects of the school for 40 minutes 

and field some tricky questions with no notes!  

  

I have been immensely proud of what we have achieved as a school community during my 

time at Saint Felix and I have taken great pride in illustrating these achievements in China.  

Nonetheless, I am looking forward to being back at school on Tuesday 20 March.   

  

Pictures and videos of our trip to China can be found on our Twitter page @stfelixsch as well 

as the new school website: www.stfelix.co.uk 

http://www.stfelix.co.uk/


Science Department News   

  

On Tuesday 13 March students from Years 8, 9 and 10 attended a lecture on the Evolution of 

Infectious Diseases and Antimicrobial Resistance at St Catharine's College, Cambridge as 

part of the British Science Week.  The lectures by three research specialists were informative.  

On Wednesday 14 March the A Level students attended an open discussion by scientists from 

the Babraham Institute and the University of Cambridge on the benefits and risks of genome 

editing, and debating how far this technology should go.  

  

Sixth Form and Year 11 News 

 

This week our Year 13 students have been sitting their mock examinations. During the 

coming weeks they will meet with their subject teachers and the Head of Sixth Form to 

finalise their revision plans ahead of the summer examinations.  

 

The Sixth Form taster day for Year 11 students will be held on Thursday 22 March.  Students 

are expected to wear business suits and formal wear, which is the usual Sixth Form attire.  

They will partake in their chosen A levels subjects as well as an enrichment session. The 

aspiration interviews will follow with individual meetings with invited guests and Governors. 

This process forms part of the aspiration programme and the guidance given helps the 

students to make informed choices about their transition into Sixth Form.  

 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 

 

Alice Greenacre has been awarded her Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. Alice had to 

complete a number of aspects including expeditions, volunteering, skills and physical 

sections of the award.  

 

Sport 

 

On Saturday 10 March Poppy Branton represented Suffolk in the Inter Counties Cross 

Country Championships at Loughborough. Poppy finished in 151st place out 304 runners. 

She was 5th back for the Suffolk Under 15 girls team. 

 

On Sunday 11 March Brooke Oram competed in a cross country competition, part of the 

Suffolk Winter League, at Fritton Lake. She competed against boys and girls in the Under 17 

age group finishing 25th overall.  She is currently in first place for her age group in the 

Suffolk Winter League Results Table. 

 

On Wednesday 14 March the Year 7 basketball team won their match against  

Sir John Leman High School 34 - 22. The Year 8 students lost 15 - 16, a creditable 

performance by the five boys. 

 

On Thursday 15 March the Under 15A and B netball teams won their matches against  

Royal Hospital School C and D teams. The Under 15A team won 12-10; Eirinn Cross was 

Player of the Match. The Under 15B team won 12-2; Esha Arjan was Player of the Match.  

 

Ben Newman will be representing Saint Felix in September 2018 at the Alexander Quin 

Invitational Golf Competition. This is an invitational event for single figured handicappers 



and places are limited to 56 places. The competition is a world rankings event where players 

have the opportunity to play at the world renowned Princes & Royal St Georges Golf Course. 

 

Diary Dates: 

 

• Thursday 22 March  

  Year 11 Sixth Form Taster Day and Aspirations Interviews 

 

• Wednesday 28 March 

   End of Term 

 

Mr James Harrison 

Headmaster 

 


