
 
 

 

 

Suffolk County Championships 2018 

St Felix School Swimming Club sent a squad of 41 swimmers to compete at this year’s 

Suffolk ASA County Championships, 32 of these were pupils at the School, with the 

competition spread over four weekends through January and February.  The 

swimmers returned triumphant finishing third in the Top Club award and in the relay 

trophy. The team swam 298 personal best swims (PB’s), winning 27 gold, 29 silver 

and 29 bronze medals and recording a staggering 194 Regional qualifying times 

(RQT’s). 

In the youngest age group (10/11 years) St Felix pupils, Ava Lines (11) and Rufus Carr 

(10) both reached finals. Ava swimming PB’s in each event and Rufus achieving three 

PB’s. Isla Webster (10) qualified for her first ever County Championships as one of the 

younger members of the squad. 

The 12-year-old age group had a successful County Championships with four pupils 

picking up medals over the Championships; Clara Watson-Flowers won a gold, 3 silver 

and 5 bronze medals, achieving 19 PB’s and 14 Regional Qualifying times (RQT’s). 

Oscar Cole won a gold, 3 silver and 3 bronze medals, gaining PB’s in every event and 

swimming 13 RQT’s. Clara and Oscar also finished in third place in their age-group 

overall.  Lazar Nemeth won a silver and bronze medal, 13 PB’s and 6 RQT’s for the 

first time. Rose Webster made her first county final in the 100m Butterfly and swam a 

PB in all but one event. Ethan Rattenbury and Keanan Cross returned to Southwold 

with PB’s in every event they raced. 
 

Three 13-year-old team members won medals; Noni Thole, Michaela Taiwo and Marin 

De Villard. Noni won a gold and 2 bronze medals, swimming 12 PB’s and 5 RQT’s. 

Michaela won a silver medal, swimming 11 PB’s and 5 RQT’s. Marin won a Bronze 

medal, swimming 16 PB’s and 10 RQT’s. 

14-year-olds Chester Leeming and Natalie Sanford both picked up multiple medals at 

this years Championships. Chester won 9 gold and 5 silver medals, swimming 16 PB’s 

and 13 RQT’s. Natalie won 6 gold, 1 silver and 5 bronze medals, swimming 16 PB’s 

and 14 RQT’s. Both Chester and Natalie finished 2nd overall in their age-group in a 

tightly contested age-group. Joab Carr narrowly missed medals, swimming 12 PB’s 

and gaining 7 RQT’s. 

Finn Jeffery and Owen Webster finished first and second overall in the 15-year-old 

age-group this year.  Finn won 7 gold, 1 silver and 1 bronze medal, swimming 11 PB’s 

and 19 RQT’s.  Owen finished with 2 gold, 2 silver and 1 bronze medal, 3 PB’s and 10 

RQT’s.  Daniel White, Samuel Stephens and Eirinn Cross all swam PB’s, achieving 

24 between them. Daniel and Samuel also achieved RQT’s. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

16-year-old, Katy Chambers and Collins Saliboko both had a Championships to 

remember, with Katy winning 1 gold, 1 silver and 2 bronze medals, 5 PB’s and 3 

RQT’s. Katy also became Senior Women’s 200m Butterfly Champion for the second 

year in a row – the twelfth time out of the last thirteen a swimmer from St Felix has 

won this title.  Collins Saliboko won 1 gold and 3 bronze medals, swimming 10 PB’s 

and achieving 10 RQT’s. Collins also became Senior Men’s 200m Butterfly Champion 

for the first time, swimming a 6 sec PB in the process in one of the closest finishing 

races.  Smriti Gokarn won a bronze medal and 11 PB’s and 1RQT.  New member to 

the squad Chris Fitzpatrick and Rose Branton swam 4 PB’s between them. 

The 17 years & over age-group also had a successful Championships. Sophie Taylor 

won 2 gold, 1 silver and 2 bronze medals, while also retaining her Senior 400m IM title 

from last year. Sophie swam 4 PB’s and 3 RQT’s. Sonia Tumiotto won 3 silver and 2 

bronze medals and finished 3rd overall in her age-group and used this event as 

preparation for the Commonwealth Games where she will be representing Tanzania 

on the Gold Coast in April.  Jake Thomas-Mansfield won a bronze medal and swam 9 

RQT’s. Amelia Heard swam a seasons’ best in the 50m Butterfly. 

The final session saw the Skins Final with Jake Thomas-Mansfield and Finn Jeffery 

taking part in the elimination race and the Relay Championships. The 14/15yrs boys 

won double gold in the freestyle and medley relays, both times also broke the Suffolk 

Junior Records (TBC). The 10/11yrs boys won bronze medals in both the freestyle 

and medley relays. The 12/13yrs girls team also won 2 silver medals in the relay 

events narrowly being pipped to the titles. Finally, the open girls picked up a bronze in 

the freestyle relay. 

Congratulations to Swimmers, Parents and Coaches for their dedication and with the 

continued hard work, everyone can now move into the Long Course season with 

increased enthusiasm. 

If you would like any further information or wish to enquire about the opportunities that 
St Felix School Swimming Club can offer to pupils and non-pupils, please contact our 
Director of Swimming, Sue Purchase (spurchase@stfelix.co.uk).  


