
7th September 2018 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

The Headmaster’s message for the new term: 

 

There has been a great buzz with the advent of the new term.  Lessons are now in full flow and ‘new’ 

pupils have been firmly adopted as our own.  I managed to speak to the whole school community in 

assembly last week and reminded them of the high standards of dress and behaviour which we expect 

from members of our school community.  The Senior Department has instituted a complete phone ban 

for Years 7-11 and restricted use for the Sixth Form from Monday.  We expect this to work and we 

will be disappointed if anyone tries to circumvent the strict but reasonable guidelines.  We are confident 

that all pupils should see this as a liberation of their education not as an aggressive measure from a 

‘repressive regime’.  I care deeply about my pupils and want them to thrive educationally, spiritually, 

morally and pastorally; the constant dependency on mobile electronic devices harms all of those areas 

and we believe that we have done our part to try to address this.  If parents need to contact their child, 

then they should use either the school office number 01502 722175 during school hours or the 

emergency number 01502 727077 outside of school hours. 

 

The Sixth Form development has officially opened and I am pleased to see that the Sixth Formers 

themselves have made the most of the updated facilities to work purposefully.  There has been a lovely 

feel in the Study Centre this week as pupils have started their A level courses positively.  The Refectory 

Café is their relaxing space and even there I have witnessed pupils enjoy a drink and something to eat, 

whilst at the same time working together on their preps or research.  Parents are warmly invited to visit 

the Refectory before and after school: 

 

Monday and Friday (8.30am - 10am and 3.30pm - 5pm) 

 

Tuesdays, Wednesday and Thursdays (8.30am - 10am and 3.30pm - 7pm)  

 

Saturdays (8am - 12 noon) 

 

I am also pleased that our new approach to catering has been received so well.  Thomas Franks 

(http://thomasfranks.co.uk/) is a very reputable company who has invested heavily already in the 

kitchens.  The food is fresh and exciting, cooked by new chefs but using the same friendly faces.  I 

will meet with the management every week to feed back concerns or suggestions, so please do give 

some feedback to them via my PA. 

 

This week is the start of my fifth year at Saint Felix and I have not in that time felt more optimistic 

about the future in every respect.  The teaching staff is the best that I have worked with, the pupils 

seem more focused and ambitious than ever before and the governors have supported my vision by 

allowing me to optimise services and update facilities.  Saint Felix School is not run by a business man, 

I am a parent and a teacher and accordingly make decisions for the benefit of our own pupils.  Perhaps 

we have seen record numbers join the school mid-year and record numbers join the Sixth Form from 

other establishments in Suffolk and Norfolk because what we are doing is valuable and honest.  The 

school is growing in terms of numbers, standards and expectation.  We are, I believe, entering the most 

exciting part of the School’s recent history.  I need the support of the parents and pupils to achieve 

what I know we can; I trust that I can rely on it but will never take it for granted. If you have concerns 

or indeed suggestions, these are welcome and you should feel confident to make contact with my PA, 

Cat Tansley ctansley@stfelix.co.uk or the Deputy Head, Annie Hardcastle ahardcastle@stfelix.co.uk  
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News for the week: 

 

Book club 

Our next book club meeting will be on Wednesday 19th September when a group of Year 10 students 

will be joining us to discuss F. Scott Fitzgerald's ‘The Great Gatsby’. This ever-popular novel has 

been filmed several times and its mix of romance and social criticism has endured throughout the last 

90 years. This is a student choice and a free e-text is available at  

https://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/f/fitzgerald/f_scott/gatsby/  

 

History  

We are holding an information evening for those who will be joining us for the World War I 

Battlefields trip. This will take place in Gardiner Hall on Thursday 11th October at 6.00pm.  

 

Drama 

We are pleased to inform you of news regarding our students’ LAMDA results from last term. All 

those entered for examination were awarded ‘Pass With Distinction’. These outstanding results are a 

reflection of the dedication and commitment of the children and of course their tutor, Mrs Charles-

Saker. Our new Head of Drama, Mr Duckett, is looking forward to teaching all of those who are 

continuing with their speech and drama tuition whilst Mrs Charles-Saker is on maternity leave. 

 

Creative Writing 

Polly Chan's poem ‘Norfolk’ was one of the two winning entries in the Norfolk Day creative writing 

competition organised by the National Centre for Writing and the Eastern Daily Press. Polly won the 

won the Under 18’s category with her beautiful poem simply called ‘Norfolk’. 

 

Sport 

This summer, our students have been successful in a variety of sporting activities: 

 

Athletics 

On 12th August Brooke Oram took part in the East Anglian League. She finished  

1st in the discus, 1st in the javelin and 2nd in the 1500m. In the Great Yarmouth Inter Club 

competition Brooke came 1st in the javelin and 1st in the 800m. 

 

Cricket 

Evie Booker captained the Suffolk U11 team and played 90% of the games for the Suffolk U13 team 

too. Whilst playing, she was spotted by scouts for the East Regional Academy (Essex CCC). Evie 

trialled and was successful! This is a fantastic achievement as the ERA is an elite cricket academy set 

by Essex for elite players from minor counties, which gives a pathway through Essex and England 

and you are not normally invited until 13 years old. 

 

Golf 

Ben Newman competed in the Rookery Park Junior Club Championship and won both the scratch 

and handicap prizes. He put in some excellent performances in the Suffolk Open and Suffolk Junior 

Championships too. Ben also competed in the Masters Tournament junior golf development 

competition called Drive, Chip & Putt Local Qualifier at Vineyards Country Club in Naples, Florida. 

He came in 2nd place in the 14-15 Boys’ division. 

  

Reuben Harvey took part in the SSGA North/South Championship 2018 Boys’ Stableford Division 2 

competition and finished in 2nd place. He has also won several Men’s trophy competitions including 

a 36 hole competition and the Penn Cup. Reuben, at the age of 13, will be the youngest player on the 

honours board at Southwold Golf Club. 
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Triathlon 

Rose and Poppy Branton have had a busy summer taking part in a number of Triathlon competitions 

On 24th June at the Cambridge Triathlon (IRC qualifier) Poppy was 1st and Rose 6th. On 1st July at 

West Suffolk Triathlon (IRC qualifier) Poppy 3rd and Rose 4th. On 8th July at Discovery open water 

triathlon (IRC qualifier) Poppy finished 2nd and Rose finished 2nd. On 22nd July at East Region 

Open water championships Rose got 2nd in Suffolk and 3rd in region for her age group in the 1 km 

race. On 28th July at Framlingham Junior Triathlon Poppy finished 1st and Rose 3rd. 

Poppy has also been selected (again) for the IRC East region team. 

  

First World War Armistice Lecture Series 

Dr John Greenacre is holding a series of lectures, the first being ‘From Trench To Ward: The 

Wounding of Private Charles Ingleton’ with others being held from 7.00pm on 8th October, 15th 

October and 5th November. Tickets are available from the school reception and cost £5 per lecture. 

All proceeds will go towards the restoration of the Saint Felix School First World War Memorial 

Sunk Garden. 

 

Upcoming events 

 

 Wednesday 19th September – London Musical Theatre visit and workshop 

 Wednesday 19th September – Book Club (4.50pm) 

 Monday 24th September – First World War Armistice Lecture Series (7.00pm) 

 Monday 24th September – Year 11 Photography trip to Norwich 

 Tuesday 25th September – Royal Academy Workshop 

 Wednesday 26th September – Year 10 English trip 

 Wednesday 26th September – Global Action Expedition presentation (6.30pm) 

 Friday 28th September – MacMillan Coffee Morning 

 Friday 28th September – Year 9 Options information evening (4.00pm) 

 Saturday 6th October – Open Morning (10.00am – 12.30pm) 

 Thursday 11th October – World War I Battlefields trip information evening (6.00pm) 

 

(Please view the calendar on our website for events www.stfelix.co.uk)  

 

 

Mr James Harrison 

Headmaster 
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