
28th September 2018 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

ISI Regulatory Compliance Inspection 

 

This week the school was subjected to a regulatory compliance inspection from the Independent 

School Inspectorate (ISI).  This was not a quality of education inspection but it is still equally 

important.  The inspectors looked at the implementation of key policies with judgements made on over 

400 regulations over eight key standards: quality of education; spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

education of pupils; welfare, health and safety of pupils; suitability of staff, supply staff and 

proprietors; premises and accommodation; provision of information; the manner in which complaints 

are handled and quality of leadership and management.  It is a pass or fail inspection so there are no 

judgments like ‘excellent’ or ‘good’ etc; the school either meets or does not meet each standard.  The 

inspectors have fed back to me and the governors, but unfortunately I am not permitted to disclose the 

outcome until ISI publish their full report in about five weeks’ time.   

 

One thing I may mention however is that the results of the parental and pupil questionnaires were 

extraordinarily positive, with the Reporting Inspector stating that he had not seen in an inspection a 

higher percentage of positive comments from parents.  This was the most wonderful news to hear and I 

thank you all, not only for your cooperation in completing the questionnaire, but also for your support 

for what we are trying to achieve here.  I believe that I am lucky to have such positive support from 

pupils, parents and staff but will not take it for granted.  I would like to publically thank all my staff 

across the school, both teaching and non-teaching for their work in heling me prepare for this 

inspection.  The next inspection will be looking at the quality of education and pupils’ personal 

development and this should be in 2021. 

 

Open Morning 

Our Autumn Open Morning is on Saturday 6th October. This is a normal school day so all pupils 

should arrive in full uniform for registration at 9.45am and the school day will commence at 10.00am. 

If your child is unable to attend, please could this be requested, in writing, by e-mailing my PA,  

Mrs Tansley, ctansley@stfelix.co.uk.  

 

Car park safety 

The excessive speed of some vehicles travelling through the school campus, particularly at the start 

and the end of the day, has come to my attention. Could I urge ALL drivers to ensure the clearly 

marked speed limits are observed at all times. Pupil safety is absolutely paramount and we would 

much prefer pupils to arrive slightly late for school rather than see a serious accident happening. Please 

support me in driving around school at the appropriate speeds. 

 

Classics 

Over the past few weeks Year 8 Classicists have been exploring Greek mythology and 'what makes a 

myth'. Students have been exploring the roles and characters of gods, monsters and humans in 

mythology and the morals that ancient myths were designed to teach us. This week, students have 

created their own myths with some thoughtful morals to be learnt. Students produced incredibly 

creative myths and used a range of 'real life' and fictional characters in order to transmit their 

meaningful message. 

 

GCSE and A Level Ancient Historians have also had a busy few weeks. Year 10 Ancient Historians 

have been debating in class what made the conquest of Britain so difficult as well as researching the 

invasion of Britain under the emperor Claudius in AD 43. Year 11 Ancient Historians have been 

researching the rise of the first Persian King, Cyrus, in the 550s BC and his conquest of neighbouring 

empires. Year 13 Ancient Historians have been exploring both written and archaeological material to 

understand how Athens was able to dominate the Greek world in the 5th century BC. 
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English 

For Year 11 students there was more than one sort of inspector calling on Wednesday, all students 

studying ‘An Inspector Calls’ visited Cambridge to see the much-acclaimed National Theatre 

production of J.B. Priestley's play. The students were highly impressed by the dramatic staging and 

particularly by the way that the production teased out the underlying themes of the play.  All agreed 

that it significantly improved their understanding of the play. We hope to run more theatre visits over 

the coming year to support or extend the curriculum. 

 

History  

We are holding an information evening for those who will be joining us for the World War I 

Battlefields trip. This will take place in Gardiner Hall on Thursday 11th October at 6.00pm. Mr 

Farrands has requested that passports are brought along to the meeting so they can be stored in a safe 

place prior to the trip. 

 

MFL 

The European Day of Languages is celebrated annually across the European continent on  

26th September. It is a day to raise the public’s awareness of the importance of language learning and 

to increase pluralism and intercultural understanding. We celebrate the diverse cultural and linguistic 

backgrounds of our students. Staff and students have been invited to take part in a languages’ 

competition where the results of which will be announced next week. 

Our students celebrated this important day through a whole school assembly which was presented by 

Mr Adady and students from Years 8, 10 and 12. There were also related activities in our MFL 

classes.  

 

Zanzibar Expedition 2020 

On Wednesday evening, Georgia Taylor from Global Action gave an in depth presentation to parents 

in relation to the Saint Felix Expedition Summer 2020. Georgia outlined the company's ethos 

regarding global learning for positive change and the importance of engaging young people in 

learning about poverty reduction, the environment and social justice. The school trip to Zanzibar 

offers an incredible opportunity for students to gain experience in marine conservation, terrestrial 

conservation and alternative livelihoods through sustainable resources. Parents who were unable to 

attend and who have not yet received an information pack can email Mrs Westlake, 

mwestlake@stfelix.co.uk, and the packs will be made available to them. There is a limited number of 

places available and the initial deposit to secure a place is to be made by Monday 15th October. 

Further details can also be obtained directly from Global Action by contacting  

georgia@global-action.co.uk. 

 

Sport 

Cricket 

Harry De Coteau Spring won a Norfolk County Cap for the second year running and was selected for 

the Norfolk Elite coaching scheme which runs through the winter. Harry was also selected to play for 

Swardeston against the MCC invitation side which includes full county players and APL League 

players. Whilst playing for Swardeston U19's the team won the Norfolk T20 competition. 

 

Rugby 

On Wednesday 26th September Saint Felix U13 Rugby team hosted Bungay. During the first half we 

trailed by 3 tries to 2, both tries were scored by Samuel. In the second half Saint Felix found 

themselves 5 tries to 2 down. After a great tackle from Troy, Saint Felix were imperious. Troy scored 

the next try, followed by Oscar, and Max scored another two for a great Saint Felix win. 

 

First World War Armistice Lecture Series 

On Monday evening Dr John Greenacre from the University of Suffolk presented his first lecture 

entitled ‘From Trench to Ward - The Wounding of Charles Ingleton’ which was described as 

captivating by one member in the audience. The next lecture on Monday 8th October will be 

‘Inhuman Visitors: The German Naval Bombardment of Lowestoft, 25 April 2016’. 

Tickets are available from reception and can be purchased on the door (£5) 
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Upcoming events 

 

 Tuesday 2nd October   – Hockey trip - GBR v Belgium at Lee Valley Hockey Centre 
 Saturday 6th October   – Open Morning (10.00am – 12.30pm) 

 Monday 8th October   – First World War Armistice Lecture Series (7.00pm) 

 Wednesday 3rd October – Year 12 and Year 13 trip to Tate Modern 

 Friday 5th October  – PTA AGM in The Refectory (9.00am)  

 Thursday 11th October  – World War I Battlefields trip information evening (6.00pm) 

 Friday 12th October  – Year 11 Parents' Meeting and Sixth Form Information Evening 

 

(Please view the calendar on our website for events www.stfelix.co.uk/calendar/autumn-term-2018/) 

 

Mr James Harrison 

Headmaster 
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