
 

 

15th March 2019 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

Lee Austrin – Tennis Academy 

I am delighted to announce the appointment of Lee Austrin as Director of Tennis from the Summer 

Term to launch the school’s new Tennis Academy. The Academy will open in April 2019 in order to 

be fully operational by September 2019.  Barry Collis will support Lee in delivering this initiative. 

 

Tennis facilities at Saint Felix will improve as the Academy evolves and Lee will lead tuition 

provision across the whole school. Indoor and outdoor class lessons will be available, as well as high 

performance individual lessons, other individualised coaching, school holiday lessons/camps and adult 

lessons.  

  

Lee has recently developed a strong reputation locally at Beccles Tennis Club, including coaching 

Saint Felix pupils, following his repatriation from Thailand where he developed national champions 

and the profile of tennis at the British International School, Phuket. 

 

Lee is a certified RPT coach and his leadership will elevate Saint Felix to become the first UK 

registered RPT centre. RPT (Registro Professional de Tenis) was founded in Spain in 1989 and is now 

widely regarded to be global leader in the provision of tennis tuition. RPT coaching takes a highly 

technical approach to the sport, ensuring that players develop the strongest possible technique from an 

early age. 

 

You will have an opportunity to meet with Lee at our Open Morning on Saturday 23rd March and 

further information about the opportunities available to the students will be announced in due course 

and I know you will join me in welcoming him to our school. 

 

Year 7 assessment week 

The Year 7 students have completed their first full assessment week having been tested in all the 

academic subjects and I look forward to seeing you on parents evening to discuss these and their 

progress thus far. 

 

Absence reporting 

Just a polite reminder that if your child is absent from school we need their parent/guardian advise us 

of this. We are not able to accept telephone calls from students.  

 

Science: 

On Wednesday evening, a group of students from Year 11, Year 12 & Year 13 attended the first of a 

series of lectures which are taking place as part of this years' Cambridge Science Festival, in 

conjunction with British Science Week. This talk, presented by the Chief Scientist for Genomics 

England, outlined the background to the 100,000 Genome Project and how it will revolutionise the 

way we practice medicine, as we are now able to decode the entire DNA sequence and determine 

mutations that cause rare genetic diseases and cancer in humans. The students found the lecture 

extremely interesting and thought provoking and brought the latest research in genomics to link to 

their current studies. 

 

House challenge 

Rowell won last week's House Challenge, even though they only put one teacher in the correct order in 

which they joined the school. Ms Bray should have been placed first as she joined in 1991 as a pupil. 

Although Kay worked this out, they still got no teachers in the correct order!  

This week pupils had to work out items beginning with 'K' (pupil first names, something you could 

buy in a supermarket (not a brand name) and a country). The answers had to be spelt correctly. 

 



 

Royal Marines visit 

The Royal Marines Visibility Team (RMVT) visited Saint Felix on Tuesday 12th March. 31 'recruits' 

from Years 11 - 13 had signed up for afternoon...for some it was their first experience of the Armed 

Forces. Marines Maslin and Margason from the Royal Marines Commando Training Unit, Lympstone 

started the afternoon with a lively presentation about the roles within the Royal Navy and Royal 

Marine Commandos. The 'recruits' were then taken outside for some physical training and team 

building activities. It has to be said that several were taken out of their comfort zones with comments 

made afterwards that it was 'the hardest thing I have ever participated in' and 'I have total respect for 

members of the Armed Forces' .... After the session the 'recruits' returned for a further question and 

answer session, which has resulted in some researching future careers in the Armed Forces. 

 

Rugby trip to Twickenham 

A group of pupils travelled to London on Saturday 9th March to watch England clash with Italy in the 

Six Nations Championship. Twickenham Stadium was full of excitement and noise as a capacity 

82,000 crowd cheered their teams on. Sitting four rows from the field of play the Saint Felix party 

were close to the action and witnessed some fantastic play and try scoring. A great rugby day out! 

 

Sport 

Sadly, some fixtures this week have been cancelled due to the weather. 

Cross Country 

Brooke Oram represented Suffolk at the UK Inter Counties at Loughborough on Saturday 9th March. 

Brooke ran in extremely windy and muddy conditions against very strong competition. She finished 

225th place overall and was 6th girl back for Suffolk.  

On Sunday 10th March, Brooke took part in the 5th of 6 Suffolk Winter League Competitions at Fritton 

Lake. It was again very wet and windy but Brooke put in another good performance! She finished 23rd 

overall and 5th girl back. 

 

Tennis 

Daniel Franco-Key competed in a Regional Grade 3 tournament at Hills Road, Cambridge and was 

second in U12 category. 

 

Golf opportunity 

Southwold Golf Club are starting a new junior group on Saturday afternoons and are looking for new 

juniors who are not members of the club. The class starts on Saturday 6th April (Time to be confirmed). 

The course will be 10 weeks long and if the junior completes 6 of the 10 weeks they will be given 

junior membership until the end of March 2020. The cost of the 10-week course will be £30 per child. 

Please contact Southwold Golf Club for more information. 

 

Evensong for Saint Felix 

On Sunday 10th March, a full Choral Evensong was sung in the Chapel by the recently formed  

Schola Cantorum, a small choir of Music Scholars and other competent singers from the school 

community. 

 

Upcoming events 

 

➢ Monday 18th March  – Have Your Say Languages Competition 

➢ Tuesday 19th March   – LAMDA spring examinations 

➢ Thursday 21st March   – Year 10 trip to Norwich Castle 

➢ Saturday 23rd March   – Open Morning. ALL students to attend 

➢ Monday 25th March   – Year 8 assessment week 

➢ Thursday 28th March   – Lunchtime concert in the Chapel (1.10pm) 

➢ Friday 29th March   – Year 7 Parents’ Meeting 

➢ Monday 1st April   – ABRSM Practical Examinations in Chapel  

➢ Friday 5th April   – Visit from the Bohemian Choir 

 



( Please view the calendar on our website for events https://stfelix.co.uk/calendar/spring-term-2019/ ) 

 

Mr James Harrison 

Headmaster 

https://stfelix.co.uk/calendar/spring-term-2019/

