
 

 

22nd March 2019 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

I write this newsletter from Beijing where Mr Kearney and I start our tour of China. We have several 

presentations to give this week as well as meeting the parents of some of our current Chinese pupils 

who we value so highly but so often do not get to meet.  

 

We gave a presentation this morning to a group of Chinese agents who seemed very impressed with 

Saint Felix. We were told that Chinese parents are now valuing safety and pastoral care (including 

mental health and wellbeing in general) as highly as academic success and they enjoyed hearing about 

our current focus on pupil personal development alongside quality education.  

 

It is sad that I cannot be with you for Open Morning but I know that Ms Hardcastle will ensure that the 

morning runs smoothly. I do appreciate all the efforts which go into these events as well as sacrifices 

made by the pupils and parents in giving up their Saturday to help promote the school.  

 

I look forward to seeing you all again when I return to school on Tuesday 2nd April. 

 

Open Morning 

We are looking forward to our Spring Open Morning tomorrow. May we remind students that it is full 

Saint Felix uniform. Registration will be at 9.45am ready for lessons to commence at 10.00am. 

 

‘Have Your Say’ Languages Competition 

On Monday 18th March, fourteen pupils from Year 7 to Year 9 represented Saint Felix at the district 

round of the ‘Have Your Say’ Languages Competition which was organised by the Association for 

Language Learning and hosted by Copleston High School in Ipswich. Our pupils’ performances in 

French and Spanish were outstanding as 12 out of the 14 qualified for the Regional Finals to be held in 

May. Well done to all our representatives for such an excellent achievement and best wishes for the 

finals.   

 

Red nose day 

Year 12 and Year 13 students visited Clough House and Bronte House on Friday 15th March with their 

face painting kits. They used stencils to apply fun patterns and glittery designs to students’ faces and 

hands. They applied over 100 stencils and raised a fantastic £56 for Red Nose Day. Well done and 

thank you Sophie, Maddy, Alice, Cameron, Joe, Tuppence, Emily, Charlotte and Tallulah.  

 

House Challenge 

Last week's challenge 'things beginning with K' was, unsurprisingly, won by Kay. They proved 

knowledgeable on pupil first names, something you could buy in a supermarket and countries. This 

week, each House had to put their pupils in order of surname. To make it fair, the average time per 

student was worked out, as long as they were in alphabetical order. 

 

Big Battery Hunt 

This week, Saint Felix launched a very exciting campaign called the Big Battery Hunt. In all three 

departments of the school, Mrs Westlake presented an assembly where pupils learned how important it 

is to recycle batteries and what happens when people don’t. Your child has been challenged to find and 

collect as many old batteries as possible, please help them do this. They can be as creative as they like, 

starting a collection at home and then going to work spaces, local businesses and the wider community 

if they wish, to enlist everyone’s help in making sure that no battery ends up in landfill. Your child has 

been supplied with a collection box, please get them to bring this into school when it is full so that we 

can add it to the main container and enter a competition which is part of the National Schools 

Partnership initiative in collaboration with Duracell. For more information please visit 

https://nationalschoolspartnership.com/initiatives/bigbatteryhunt/  

https://nationalschoolspartnership.com/initiatives/bigbatteryhunt/


 

LAMDA 

During the evening of Thursday 14th March forty-two courageous pupils took to the stage in The 

Silcox Theatre to showcase the work they have been preparing for LAMDA examinations. A packed 

auditorium enjoyed the presentations. There were particularly impressive solo performances and all of 

the performers did themselves proud. There was an eclectic mix for the audience to enjoy from a 

physical interpretation of a day trip to the funfair to a disturbing extract from Henrik Ibsen's classic 

text, A Doll's House. On this showing, the pupils can look forward to their examinations this week 

with great optimism. 

 

The latest session of LAMDA examinations took place in The Silcox Theatre on Tuesday 19th March. 

We currently have forty-nine students studying Speech and Drama, all of whom presented for 

examination. Pupils were assessed on the devised and scripted work they have been creating this term. 

Pupils being examined at Level 2 and above were also questioned on their theatrical and textual 

knowledge by an external examiner. 

 

School visitor 

Sky Yarlett, the Senior Community and Education Outreach Officer for the East of England, 

visited Saint Felix on Thursday 22nd March to deliver a workshop which covered foremost the 

roles and responsibilities of the UK Parliament and involved the students in the skills of debating 

and critical thinking, with the focus very much on trying to broaden the pupils understanding of 

the work of UK Parliament and how students can have their voice heard. 

Sport 

Biathlon 

Last weekend Saint Felix was represented at the British Schools' Modern Biathlon Championships at 

Crystal Palace. Josh Stephens finished 12th, Sam Stephens finished 13th and Evie Booker finished 

83rd. 

 

Cricket 

Friday 15th March, Evie Booker, Joe Booker, Josh Stephens and Sam Stephens all had the opportunity 

to train at Lords with Southwold Cricket Club. The pupils had a 2-hour training session which 

included one on one batting coaching with MCC staff and also Hawkeye bowling assessment, which 

records and analyses a player’s bowling performance. 

 

Cross Country 

Brooke Oram represented Suffolk in the New Balance English Schools’ Cross Country Championship 

in Leeds, on Saturday 16th March, in extremely wet and muddy conditions. Out of 46 counties with 

teams of 8 runners Brooke placed 250th overall & was 5th girl back in her age group for Suffolk. 

 

Football 

On Tuesday 19th March Saint Felix U18 Football team travelled to Woodbridge. Saint Felix won the 

match with some spectacular goals, one of which was scored from the half way line lobbing the keeper 

and nestling in the top corner of the net. In 15 years of taking football teams to fixtures it was in  

Mr Collis’ opinion the finest goal scored for Saint Felix in all that time. 

 

Golf 

On Monday 18th March, Ben Newman, Reuben Harvey, Louie Jordan and Jessica Buck travelled to 

Fynn Valley Golf Club, Ipswich, for the first Suffolk Inter-Schools Competition of 2019. There were 

52 players from 14 different schools. Louie won the individual Silver Division Competition. Saint 

Felix came third in the team event. 

 

Tennis 

Daniel Franco-Key travelled to Oxfordshire last weekend to play as no.1 seed for the East Region 

against Wales and South-West. There were 3 girls and 3 boys, overall they won comprehensively and 

Daniel won all his matches. 



 

Upcoming events 

 

 Saturday 23rd March   – Open Morning. ALL students to attend 

 Monday 25th March   – Year 8 assessment week 

 Thursday 28th March   – Lunchtime concert in the Chapel (1.10pm) 

 Friday 29th March   – Year 7 Parents’ Meeting 

 Monday 1st April   – ABRSM Practical Examinations in Chapel  

 Friday 5th April   – Visit from the Bohemian Choir 

 

( Please view the calendar on our website for events https://stfelix.co.uk/calendar/spring-term-2019/ ) 

 

Mr James Harrison 

Headmaster 

https://stfelix.co.uk/calendar/spring-term-2019/

