
 
 

 

Go to Google Scholar and search for a topic you are 
looking at in one of your subjects. Find a relevant 
article, read it and make notes. 
+1 challenge: can you identify any methodological 
or theoretical issues with the article? 

Watch an online lecture. Make notes, highlighting 
any material you do not fully understand so that 
you can research them later to help you 
consolidate what you have learnt from the lecture. 
+1 challenge: make contact the lecturer to ask any 
questions you may have.  

Watch live theatre streamed into your living room 
with the National Theatre.  
+1 challenge: Write a review or synopsis of the 
play. 

Listen to a relevant podcast. For example, “All in 
the Mind” for Psychologists,” Blue Planet” for 
Scientists and Geographers or You’re Dead to Me 
for Historians” 
+1 challenge: make your own podcast about a 
contemporary topic.  

Do some forward thinking for your UCAS 
application and other post-18 opportunities, such 
as going to a virtual open day or making a start on 
planning your personal statement. There are 
resources on Canvas to support you.  

Read for pleasure (it’s good for developing your 
literacy skill, as well as providing you with much 
needed escapism). Share you recommendations 
with others via the Canvas forum.  
+1 challenge: Write a synopsis of the book. 

Watch a subject related documentary. There is a 
good selection on Netflix.  
+1 challenge: Write a review or synopsis of the 
documentary. 

Start a blog about the experience of being a 
student during lockdown.  
 

Start a discussion group on Canvas about an area 
of your subject that you would like to find out 
more about. 

Visit an online museum or art exhibition. Find one 
artefact that you like and/or is relevant to one of 
your subjects. Write a brief summary.  

Go onto a university website and search for the 
undergraduate reading lists related to the 
subject/s you are interested in. Choose one book 
to read to advance your learning and to give you 
additional material for your personal statement.  

Subscribe and engage with academics on 
YouTube to develop your learning further. TedEd 
is also worth a look.  +1 challenge: make contact 
the lecturer to ask any questions you may have 



 
 

Podcasts, Documentaries and Films 
BBC Podcasts: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/category/podcasts 
Netflix Search: 
https://www.netflix.com/gb/browse/genre/6839 
National Theatre streamed plays: 
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/whats-on 
 

Contemporary Articles 
Art: https://www.theartnewspaper.com/news 
Science and Maths: https://www.newscientist.com/ 
Politics, Business and Economics: 
https://www.newstatesman.com/politics 
News: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news 
Academic journals: https://www.jstor.org/ (you can access the 
abstract only) or open access here: https://about.jstor.org/oa-
and-free/ 

Museums and Online 
Exhibitions 

Imperial War Museum: 
https://www.iwm.org.uk/visits
/iwm-london 
V and A: 
https://www.vam.ac.uk/ 

Post-18 opportunities 
UCAS course search: https://www.ucas.com/ 
Higher Level Apprenticeships: 
https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/apprenticeships/appr
enticeships-england/what-apprenticeships-are-
available/higher-apprenticeships 
Gap years: https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/gap-
year/gap-years-ideas-and-things-think-about 
Finance: https://www.gov.uk/get-undergraduate-student-
loan 
Russell Group: https://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/ 
Study tips: https://www.whatuni.com/advice/blog/year-
12-life-hacks/52960/ 

Online lectures and YouTube Distance Learning 
University of Cambridge live lecture series: 
https://sms.cam.ac.uk/ 
UEA live lecture series: 
https://www.uea.ac.uk/events/whats-on/event-live-streams 
Photography workshops with ‘Professor Patel’:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVBtlxSPtFuvLw18E9g_6
Nw/featured 
TedEd for students: 
https://ed.ted.com/lessons?direction=desc&sort=featured-
position&user_by_click=student 

Other Useful Sources 
Free eBooks: 
https://www.gutenberg.org/ 
Make your own blog: 
https://wordpress.com/create
-website/ 

Some suggested books to read for pleasure 
Anna Pererra - Guantanamo Boy 

Girl, Woman, Other - Bernardine Evaristo  
The Five: The Untold Lives of the Women Killed by Jack the Ripper - Hallie Rubenhold  

David Nott – War Doctor 
Pachinko – Min Jin Lee  

The Body in the Back of the Class – Onjali Rauf 
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American Dirt – Jeannie Cummins  
Sapiens: A Brief History of Mankind - Yuval Noah Harari  

 
 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Yuval-Noah-Harari/e/B00J21BCIW?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_34&qid=1588229785&sr=1-34

