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14th May 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
Earlier this week, the government announced changes to the wearing of face coverings in secondary school 
settings as part of the easing of restrictions. As a community we have done amazingly well to keep our staff, 
students and parents safe and I would like to personally thank you for all your support in ensuring that we are one 
of the few schools that has not had to send a bubble home to isolate.  
 
In light of the announcement and following the guidance, the following changes will come into place on  
Monday 17th May: 

• Face coverings will not be required by students in classrooms or communal areas 
• Staff will not be required to wear a face covering in classrooms 

 
However, some of the guidelines remain the same: 

• Staff and visitors will be required to wear a face covering in communal areas - if a distance of 2M cannot be 
maintained. 

• Face coverings must be worn by staff, children and young people over the age of 11 years on our school 
transport. 

• Visitors will be asked to wear a mask if it is deemed appropriate by a risk assessment. 
 
We may also reintroduce face coverings for a limited period in response to local outbreaks. 
 
I am conscious that some students and staff may feel more comfortable continuing to wear a mask and of course 
individual preference will be respected. 
 
With regards to testing, this should continue twice weekly by all staff and students over 11 years of age.  This is 
not only for the subjects benefit but also for the benefit of those in the school community, some of whom may be 
extremely vulnerable. To this end, further test kits will be delivered to school from the 17th May and it is the 
government’s intention to provide kits for the remainder of term and, if possible, the whole of the summer break.  
If a student or staff member develops one or more symptoms of Covid-19 then the guidelines remain the same. 
The student must remain at home with their family and support bubble for 10 days of isolation. They should 
obtain a PCR test by telephoning 119 and any family member who becomes symptomatic must restart the 10-day 
isolation from the day their symptoms started. 
 
In school, we will continue to follow our current handwashing regime and the teaching in bubbles, one-way 
systems and separate dining and toilet facilities will remain until the end of the term. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in this and I look forward, as we all do, to our community safely being able 
to be together as one in the future. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Ms Annie Hardcastle 
Deputy Head 
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