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Learning for Life



“ Our teachers make lessons fun and interesting, 
 so I look forward to my lessons and enjoy them”
 Boy, Year 7 



What Makes 
Saint Felix Special?

Everyone who visits Saint Felix 

comments on the warm, relaxed, 

family atmosphere. 

“At Saint Felix our teachers can give us one-to-one attention when we need it
Girl, Sixth Form

There is a real sense of purpose where pupils are taken on  

a journey of self-discovery and challenged to find that there  

is more in them than they could ever have imagined. This is  

a distinctive school where everybody can be somebody.
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Learning for Life
Pupils are prepared for the present and the future. 

Saint Felix pupils learn for life.”

It is estimated that half of the professional roles 

which will exist fifteen years from now do not 

exist at the moment. It is thought that by the 

time the current generation of pupils reach the 

age of forty they will have had between five 

and seven different jobs. The concept of ‘a job 

for life’ is already a thing of the past as is the 

relative certainty and predictability enjoyed by 

previous generations. Saint Felix focuses on 

achieving not only the best possible academic 

results but equipping pupils with the skills they 

will need to cope with the challenges of an 

ever-changing modern world. Pupils here are 

prepared for the present and the future. Saint 

Felix pupils learn for life.
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Saint Felix focuses on achieving not only the best possible academic results but 
also equipping pupils with the skills they will need to cope with the challenges of 
an ever-changing modern world.







Each Individual
Pupils are encouraged to develop and celebrate their 

individuality, to be distinctive and to search for those 

qualities which will help them to stand out from the crowd.”

Each human being has characteristics and 

qualities that distinguish one person from 

another. We all have separate needs. A ‘one 

size fits all’ approach to learning and life does 

not work. At Saint Felix, every pupil is known 

and every pupil is supported according to  

their individual needs in whatever sphere 

of activity. Even the youngest pupils in the 

school are encouraged to see themselves 

as individuals, responsible for their own 

achievements and progress.
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Perseverance
Learning for life involves behaving intelligently when the 

answers to problems are not immediately obvious.”

Really effective people don’t give up easily. 

They are able to analyse a problem and 

develop systems and strategies to attack it. 

Learning for life involves behaving intelligently 

when the answers to problems are not 

immediately obvious. Remaining calm and 

thoughtful when stuck but being tenacious in 

pursuit of solutions is an important life skill. 

Our pupils are encouraged to think about 

their thinking and to develop flexible habits 

of mind which they can use to apply to new 

and challenging situations. We aim to produce 

adults who set high personal standards, who 

constantly strive to improve and who can be 

depended upon, whether it is in their private  

or professional lives.
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Really effective people don’t give up easily.







“

Questioning
Enquiring minds will raise new questions, new possibilities 

and will look at old problems from a new angle.”

Effective problem solvers know how to ask 

questions to fill in the gaps between what  

they know and what they don’t know.  

Enquiring minds will raise new questions,  

new possibilities and will look at old problems 

from a new angle. Questioning minds will find 

new problems to solve. Saint Felix prides 

itself that our pupils are taught to challenge 

assumptions and pose questions, which will  

be essential when they enter the bewildering 

world beyond school.
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Communication
An ethos where each member of the community feels 

able to rely on the others.”

Communication with other people is about  

far more than the words that are spoken.  

Body language, disposition and manners tell  

us just as much. Visitors to Saint Felix often 

comment on how relaxed yet purposeful 

the school feels. Staff and pupils operate 

in an atmosphere where relationships are 

straightforward and based on mutual respect 

and trust. This creates an ethos where each 

member of the community feels able to rely 

on the others. Commitments are to be kept 

and trust in others is the foundation stone 

of behaviour.
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Pupils at Saint Felix are challenged to 
try different ways of doing things, to 
be creative thinkers and to generate 
original ideas. 



“

Creativity
Creative people take risks and push the boundaries of 

their perceived limits.”

Creativity involves making something new  

that has value. All human beings have the 

capacity to generate novel, original, clever or 

ingenious products, solutions, and techniques 

if that capacity is developed. Creative human 

beings try to examine alternative possibilities 

from many angles. 

Creative people take risks and push the 

boundaries of their perceived limits. Pupils 

at Saint Felix are challenged to try different 

ways of doing things, to be creative thinkers 

and to generate original ideas. They achieve 

particularly astonishing outcomes in their 

drama, art and photography.
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Risk Taking
Risk aversion, or holding back in life, can result in 

missed opportunities.”

Taking responsible risks or living on the edge 

of one’s competence is a very important life 

skill. Pupils are encouraged to see failure as 

a part of the normal process and setbacks as 

interesting and challenging. Considered risk 

taking should be seen as a venture and as an 

adventure. Risk-aversion, or holding back in 

life, can result in missed opportunities. 

For many people, fear of failure is greater 

than their experience of venture or adventure 

and their need for certainty greater than their 

inclination for doubt. We strive to present 

pupils with intellectual and physical challenges 

which mean that they are more likely to be 

successful in this age of innovation and 

uncertainty.
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Pupils are encouraged to see failure as a part of the normal process and 
setbacks as interesting and challenging.





Leaders need energy, enthusiasm and hope.



“

Leadership
Through the wide range of co-curricular activities on 

offer, all pupils are encouraged to search for the leader 

inside themselves.”

Few of us will ever become Prime Minister 

or head of a global business but almost every 

individual will need to understand and exercise 

leadership at some point in their lives. Leaders 

need energy, enthusiasm and hope and the 

ability to build relationships with others 

through the exercise of emotional intelligence.

The skills of tolerance, defining goals and 

organising resources are required, whatever 

the task. Through the Duke of Edinburgh’s 

Award Scheme and countless other 

opportunities which arise through the 

wide range of co-curricular activities on 

offer, all pupils are encouraged to search 

for the leader inside themselves.
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Working 
Together
Teams need leaders, but everyone plays an important 

part. At Saint Felix everybody is encouraged to 

be somebody.”

Developing high performing teams to meet 

the challenges of our ever-changing modern 

world depends upon blending together groups 

of individuals with complementary skills who 

are committed to a common purpose. The 

most effective teams are not only committed to 

this common purpose but also to each other. 

At Saint Felix every opportunity is explored 

for collaborative working both within the 

classroom and across our sporting and 

co-curricular programme more widely. 

Teams need leaders but everyone plays an 

important part. At Saint Felix everybody is 

encouraged to be somebody.
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Having fun
Pupils are encouraged to be curious and passionate 

about the extraordinary world in which they live.”

Our pupils are encouraged to take every 

opportunity to engage with the physical 

environment in which they live. They are 

challenged to be intrigued by its mysteries, 

awed by its beauty and to gather information 

about it through all of their senses. They are 

taught to have fun when trying to work out its 

complexities and to find amusement and 

joy in the whimsical, incongruous and 

unexpected. They come to understand 

that laughter liberates creativity and that 

sometimes it is important not only to laugh 

at situations but also at themselves.
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An outstanding education in 
an inspirational environment 
Saint Felix - three schools in one – an ‘all through’ school
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Between the ages of two and seven the vital building blocks of a child’s education are laid. 

As well as learning the basic number and language skills, they need to develop a sense of 

school as an encouraging and safe environment. Saint Felix Nursery (Dragons) and the 

Pre-Preparatory Department do this all and more in a wonderful child-friendly set of facilities 

within the main campus.

Nursery & Pre-Preparatory  
Department
2-7 Years (Bronte House)

An outstanding education in 
an inspirational environment 
Saint Felix - three schools in one – an ‘all through’ school



Prep Department: 
7-11 Years (Clough House) 

Senior Department: 
11-16 Years

By now our children are developing fast, both intellectually 

and physically. The Prep-Department is where horizons 

broaden by the week. Whilst lessons deepen in content, 

opportunities outside the classroom multiply. Games such as 

rugby and hockey now appear on the timetable. Outings and 

trips enrich the classroom experience.

Here our pupils develop the confidence to become individual 

young people and interact with the outside world. Standards 

and expectations are high – but so too is the level of teaching 

and support. In sport, the creative arts – where Saint Felix has a 

deservedly high reputation – and activities such as the Duke of 

Edinburgh’s Award, the pupils will be stretched and challenged.
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Senior Department Sixth Form: 
16-18 Years

This is where our pupils make the crucial transition from school 

to the world of university and adult life. Their entrance ticket is 

likely to be the excellent A-level grades that Saint Felix achieves 

annually. However, the maturity to function independently and 

make informed decisions is just as crucial, and here 

the combination of an outstanding academic programme 

combined with a supportive pastoral and social 

programme gives Saint Felix students that vital edge.



Bronte
Nursery & Preparatory Department 
(EYFS and Key Stage 1)

The Nursery (Dragons) and Pre-Preparatory departments are based in Bronte House. 

Dragons’ Nursery takes children from two years old through to Reception. Children enter  

the Key Stage 1 class in the September of the academic year in which they turn five. 

Dragons’ Nursery offers the ideal launch 

pad for our youngsters. Children can attend 

flexible sessions in the happy, inspiring and 

safe environment which our highly qualified 

staff provide. Small class sizes ensure that 

every child’s individual needs are met, both 

educationally and emotionally. 

In our latest Independent Schools’ Inspectorate 

(ISI) report it was recognised that ‘care is 

underpinned by close attention to the needs 

of each child’ and that Bronte ‘is highly 

effective in working with parents in a 

genuine partnership so that the learning and 

development are celebrated and supported.’ 

It concluded that ‘staff carefully observe and 

record children’s learning and plan the next 

steps for each child.’

Bronte has large, sunny rooms, separate 

washing and toilet facilities and a large hall 

used for play, dance and music sessions. 

Bronte also has a cleverly designed outside 

play area to promote imaginative and 

physical play. 
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Staff carefully observe and record children’s learning 
and plan the next step for each child





Much of the emphasis in Clough is on breadth of 
experience and multi-sensory learning at every stage.



Clough 
Preparatory Department

Children enter Clough House in Year 3, the year they become eight, and remain in the Prep Department 

until the end of Year 6. Our aim is to produce happy, mature, inquiring children with a wide range of 

interests. The Prep Department gives them the confidence to make the most of every opportunity put 

before them and prepares them for the new challenges that the Senior Department will bring.

The curriculum widens and the pupils continue to 

benefit from small class sizes and specialist teaching 

staff. Much of the emphasis in Clough is on breadth 

of experience and multi-sensory learning at every 

stage. Tracking and assessment information is used 

extensively to build pupil profiles and set meaningful 

targets for each individual.

Hand-in-hand with children’s academic development 

is a wide and varied co-curricular programme aimed 

at developing confidence, creativity and individuality. 

The Summer Term Activity Week and annual crabbing 

competitions are always eagerly awaited. 
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Senior Department
The Senior Department is at the heart of the Saint Felix campus. A group of buildings 

ranging from elegant 19th century to state-of-the-art science laboratories houses the 11-18 

age group. Average class sizes are around 15, depending on the subject and the set. Pupils 

have access to a broad and interesting curriculum, taught by an outstandingly committed 

and enthusiastic staff.

Saint Felix aims to provide a broad and 

balanced study programme. The curriculum 

is designed to cater for all abilities and needs. 

A learning support department provides 

excellent guidance for staff and ensures that 

those with learning difficulties or disabilities 

have equal access to all subjects and that the 

able, gifted and talented pupils are stretched 

and challenged.

Pupils are challenged within a supportive 

environment so that they acquire and 

progressively develop a wide range of skills. 

Pupils of all abilities are supported to fulfil 

their potential, to develop a love of learning 

and to contribute to community life. 

The formal curriculum is enhanced by 

the provision of a wide range of clubs 

and activities on offer to all age-groups. 

An excellent provision of extra-curricular 

activities widens the experience of pupils 

and gives all an opportunity to excel.

Pupils’ personal qualities are well developed 

through a supportive pastoral system and 

through the personal, social and health 

education (PSHE) programme. Pupils are 

happy at school and appreciate the 

willingness of teachers to help them with 

their work. There is always someone to 

whom they can turn if they have problems.
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Pupils are happy at school and appreciate the willingness 
of teachers to help them with their work
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Boarding
Around a third of the pupils at Saint Felix are boarders. They come from a range of 

backgrounds: some from Service families, some from overseas, some just because 

their parents value either the seven-days-a-week ethos of a traditional English boarding 

school and some who are looking for a mix-and-match approach which our weekly 

boarding and ‘flexi-boarding’ arrangements allow. 

Occasional boarding is also available for pupils 

who may have an early start or late finish from 

a school outing, or whose parents are called 

away on work or family business.

The presence of boarders on the campus  

gives the school a constant vibrancy and 

energy. The three boarding houses (one 

boys’, one girls’ and one co-educational Upper 

Sixth) are each under the care of house parents 

and resident tutors. 

Boarders enjoy supervised prep in the evenings 

and make full use of the sports facilities on 

site, including our impressive swimming pool. 

Exciting weekend trips are provided away 

from school in addition to the full boarding 

programme of activities.



Swimming

Under the careful supervision of our nationally renowned 

Director of Swimming and other fully qualified swimming 

coaches, the club continues to support, nurture and 

develop many of the most talented athletes in the United 

Kingdom at county, regional and national level. Saint Felix 

swimmers regularly qualify in large numbers for National 

Age and Youth Championships and for UK National Team 

Talent Camps. 

Our sports hall, gym and fitness suite enable the 

swimmers to improve their strength, ability and endurance, 

creating a well-rounded successful athlete, swimmer 

and pupil. At Saint Felix, we believe that excelling in an 

extra-curricular subject like swimming must walk hand-in-

hand with success in the classroom. The academic teaching 

and boarding staff understand the rigorous routines and 

requirements of our dedicated elite athletes, creating a 

harmonious environment for study and success.
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Since the formation of an elite training programme at Saint Felix, the 

swimming club has progressively grown in numbers and success. 





The Head
Saint Felix is a very special place in which 

to grow up and develop as a young person. 

Saint Felix pupils span the age range two to eighteen and all of them contribute 

to the success of the school in their own way. Starting in the Nursery and 

Reception, we begin the slow, but rewarding, task of making each child ever 

more independent so that, as they progress through the school, they can take 

on increasing responsibility for all aspects of their lives and be as well prepared 

as possible to thrive in our rapidly changing modern world.  

The ethos of Saint Felix focuses on the individual. Expectations are high 

and students achieve things here that they might, early in their school lives, 

have thought to be beyond their reach. This in part is due to the relationship 

between pupils and staff which is always professional - but warm and very 

supportive at the same time. The staff give generously of their time, energy and 

skills to support their pupils.  Once staff join us, they tend to stay, because they 

enjoy working here and Saint Felix just gets under their skin.  Perhaps that is 

why so many of the staff are current or former parents.

Everyone who visits us comments on our warm, friendly, relaxed, family 

atmosphere. On another level, they also discern a real sense of purpose, 

where pupils are motivated and ambitious. Our pupils and students are given 

every opportunity to develop their own interests and talents and yet much is 

demanded of them in terms of team work, communication and collegiate life. 

Academic success is one of our strongest aims and together with activities 

such as music, creative arts, sport and outdoor pursuits, the wider curriculum 

provides every opportunity for individuals to acquire and practise those skills 

that are so sought after in the world beyond school. 

Please do come to see us. A website or prospectus provides you with just a 

snapshot of the school. By coming to visit us at Saint Felix you will be able to 

absorb something of the school’s ethos and culture and see for yourselves how 

happy and motivated our pupils and students are and how they thrive in this 

inspiring environment.  We encourage all prospective pupils to spend a taster 

day with us as we are confident that is the best way of seeing who we are.

Mr James Harrison - Headmaster
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We are committed to equipping pupils with the flexible 
skills and attitudes they will need to cope with the 

challenges of our fast-changing modern world. 
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Saint Felix School, Southwold, Suffolk, IP18 6SD

Tel: 01502 722175 • Email:  schooladmin@stfelix.co.uk

www.stfelix.co.uk




