Saint Felix School

SOUTHWOLD

Dear Parents and Guardians,
| hope this finds you safe and well.

Next week marks 'Knife Crime Awareness Week', which is a week-long initiative aimed to shed light on the
detrimental effects of knife crime while providing educational resources about its risks and consequences.

Today, Senior Department students received an assembly delivered by myself followed by a presentation by Suffolk
Police Officers PC Yeldham and PC Phillips on this serious issue. An issue that is sadly rising locally and nationally.
Pupils were informed of the laws around carrying knives and weapons, the statistics shared by knife crime data for
England and Wales and informed of real-life stories highlighting the devastation that it causes to families and
communities and ultimately that knife crime is preventable.

The children have learnt about the 'Knife Angel' statue made from 100,000 bladed weapons collected through knife
amnesty bins from 43 police forces across the country. Indeed the 'Knife Angel' standing at 8.2metres tall will visit
Haverhill in Suffolk in September 2024 and was created in order to highlight knife crime in the United Kingdom and
educate young people on the harmful effect violent behaviour can have on their communities. It features messages
from families of the victims of knife crime engraved on its wings.

Pupils have been informed on how to get help and support should this affect them through talking to family
members, school staff or the Police on 101 or 999. Other useful supports pupils have been informed are Childline,
The Source, Fearless.org, The Children's Society, NSPCC. In addition, The Ben Kinsella Trust has some excellent
information for parents and a learning zone for young people.

I am sure you will agree this is an important subject to educate our pupils on and raising their awareness about the
consequences of knife crime and involvement in violence is paramount.

Kind regards

Alicia Mann | Assistant Head — Designated Safeguarding Lead
Address: Saint Felix School, Halesworth Road, Reydon, Southwold, IP18 6SD

Tel: 01502 722175 Email: amann@stfelix.co.uk
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