Saint Felix School

SOUTHWOLD

Statement of Boarding Principles and Practice

This policy should be read in conjunction with other policies, in particular, our Safeguarding Policy and
Health and Safety Policy.

Principles

Boarding at Saint Felix is founded on the principles of community, mutual respect, tolerance, and a
sense of family. We uphold the School values of creativity, honesty, kindness, passion and respect.

We endeavour to expand on the School’s aim of enabling each pupil to fulfil their potential, in a warm
and safe environment that meets the physical and mental needs of our boarders. Specifically, we also
aim to:

e Develop close relations between boarders so that everyone, regardless of age,
gender, religion or nationality, feels part of a family environment where bullying is never
tolerated.

o Foster a sense of home, that encourages pupils to develop responsibility, whilst still providing
nurture and support.

e Provide the highest level of pastoral support through dedicated Heads of Houses,
Assistant Heads of Houses, and House Tutors.

e Providea range of activities that help to build self-belief and confidence, as well
as providing cultural opportunities.

e Support pupils with their academic work.

e Value the opinions of boarders, empowering them to input into the running of the boarding
houses through the boarding council.

e Maintain close contact with Parents and Guardians, so that they feel able to
contact Houseparents with any queries or concerns.

Practice

Accommodation

Saint Felix has two boarding houses, Fawcett House and Somerville & Gardiner House. Fawcett House
is @ mixed Sixth Form Boarding house, whilst Somerville & Gardiner is a mixed house for students in
Years 6-11.

Each house has a resident Head of House and Assistant Head of House, who live within the boarding
house, providing both academic and pastoral support to the boarders during evenings and
weekends. They are helped by House Tutors, who are staff members from across the school bringing
a range of knowledge and skills to the houses which benefit the pupils.
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Each house has a kitchen where boarders can prepare snacks during the week, common rooms and
laundry room. Pupils are able to leave their washing to be done by a member of the Housekeeping
Team, Monday to Friday, or learn how to use the machines themselves. Both houses also have washing,
showering, and bathing facilities. Younger pupils are accommodated in shared bedrooms, moving into
single rooms as they get older and progress into examination years.

Within Somerville & Gardiner, boarders are split into Juniors (up to and including Year 9) and Seniors
(Year 10 and beyond) with slight variations on meal, prep and activity times, allowing them to have age-
appropriate activities and supervision. However, the juniors look up to and respect the seniors, and a
family groups system across the houses means that the juniors can ask the older pupils for advice and
guidance.

During the week, the juniors have a dedicated 45-minute prep session, with the seniors having one and
a half hours. Pupils are expected to be doing prep or quiet reading during this time, to help form good
work habits which will stand them in good stead as they get older. Where needed, staff are able to help
with organisation. Fawcett boarders have a two-hour prep session.

Activities
On the weekends we run a programme of activities, making the most of the beautiful grounds and area
in which we are based, as well as going further afield to cities such as Norwich and Cambridge.

Inter-house activities between the houses are also greatly enjoyed and fiercely competitive, with the
winning house being awarded the interhouse challenge cup at the end of the year. Some boarders also
like to join local sports clubs such as Southwold Rugby Club, and boarding staff are able to support
them in getting to and from these activities.

Welfare

During the week, the School Medical Centre is on hand to offer advice and medical support, as well as
to liaise with the local GP practise. Most boarding staff are First Aid trained and support pupils
by accompanying them to medical appointments.
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